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Servian Minvtreley. 76 
white castle of Shabliack, when the tale is made to proceed as 
follows :— 

‘ Maxim 8 his spotless black, 
And EAMG oop behind his back ; 
All the rest, but oflly ten 
Of his kindred, trusty men. 
Maxim was resolved to be 
First comer of his company :— 
His mother needs must pay him well 
For the news he hath to tell. 

* Milosch, perceiving him advance, 
Gaily set his bay to dance, 
And stooping by her palfrey’s side, 
With finger gently touched the bride. 
Ah! the merty-minded maid! 
Tho’ golden veil her eyes did shade, 
Sharp her glances were, and keen, 
And well could pierce the threads between. 
When she saw him near her riding, 
Confusion o’er her heart-strings gliding, 
Her veil from off her eyes she drew 
With freedom his fair face to view; 
And with all her fingers pressed 
The daring hand that touched her breast. 


* Ivan, that never should have seen 
That sight, beheld what passed between 
The Waiwode and the Latin maid; 
And thus in grief and fury said,— 
“Off the hands! What’s here begun? 
Veil thee, veil thee, wanton one— 
Veil thee, daughter, or I vow 
T’li make the eyes leap from thy brow. 
What's his comeliness to thee ? 

Look before thee, look, and see !— 
He that sits yon charger black, 
With golden shield upon his back, 
And shining lance above his head—~ 
He alone must share thy bed; 

He with the sputted face, and dark— 
Scarred with many an ugly mark— 
That’s the true Maxim,—Ivan’s son, 
And the husband thou hast ton. 

At Venice, o’er and o’er again 

I praised him peerless among men, 
And truly; but when back I came 
His visage was no more the same ; 
By pestilence thus seamed and torn, 
1 conld not show him without scorn 
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"The song entitled ‘ The Lover’s Blessing’ is a good contrast to 
this gentle voluptuousness— 
‘ The wild hawk sat the dark night long 
Beside the window of Melan, 
And ever and anon her song 
Thus sharp and clear began :— 
“ Rise up, it is a noble feast, 
Thine own true-love to-night doth wed ; 
Rise, taste the cup, or send at least 
Thy blessing to the bed.” 
Melan made answer: “ By my word, 
To drink her wine I will not go; 
But thou shalt bear my blessing, bird, 
Since thou wilt have it so: 
May for each drop this night she drains 
Ten thousand tears hereafter flow! 
Be child-birth pains the only pains 
That bed shall never know !” ’—p. 63. 
The last of these compositions which we shall quote, will re- 
tend the readers of Goethe of the commencement of ‘ Hassan 
ga: — 
‘Was it a vine, with clusters white, 
That clung round Buda’s stateliest tower ? 
O no; it was a lady bright, 
That hung upon an armed knight,— 
It was their parting hour. 
They had been wedded in their youth ; 
Together they had spent their bloom ; 
That hearts so long entwined in truth 
Asunder should he torn in ruth, 
It was a cruel doom. 
“ Go forth,” she said ; “ pursue thy way ; 
But some fair garden shouldst thou see, 
Alone among the arbours stray, 
And pluck a rose-leaf from the spray, 
The freshest there may be ; 
Unclasp thy mail, when none is by, 
That leaf upon thy breast to lay, 
How soon ’t will wither, fade, and die, 
Observe—for that poor leaf am I, 
From thee, my stem, away.” 
“ And thou, my soul,” the soldier said, 
“* When I am wandering faint and far, 
Go thou to our own greenwood shade, 
Where I the marble fountain made, 
And placed the golden jar. 
TOL. XXXY. NO. LXIX. @ At 
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tmickle there abound; There gambling thrives, and letchery, and 
many trained in trickery, of cunning charm and jugglery, and 
glamour artes that given backe Black for white and white for 
blacke. Thenne let us praye sweete Saint Marie, on Engleland 
to have pity: Her lette us praye to watche us well, and teache 
them wisdome that rebell, and give our Lord the King counsell, 
as did the loyal Menestrel.’ 


We do not fancy that our readers would much thank us for 
transcribing any part of the loyal minstrel’s sage counsel ; but the 
opening of the conversation, which paves the way for his admo- 
ution, is diverting in itself, and gives, we have no doubt, a fair 
notion of the fashionable wit of the times. 

* Lordings, list, a little space, 
And I'll well repay your grace, 
For of a minstrel ye shall hear 
That sought adventures far and near. 
Not far from London, on a day, 
As through the fields he took his way, 
He met the king and his menée. 
Around his neck his tabour hung, 
Stamped with gold and richly strung. 
“For love now (quoth the king), me tell 
‘Who art thou, Master Menestrel ?”— 
And he replies, withouten dread, 
“ My master’s man, Sir King, indeed.” 
“ And who, Sir, may thy master be?” 
“In faith, my mistress masters me.” 
« And who thy mistress ?”—“* By my word, 
The goodly dame that is my lord.” 
“+ What name, I pray thee, dost thou bear?” 
“ The same that was my sire’s whilere.” 
“ What name, then, had this sire of thine?” 
“ Why, just the same, Lord King, as mine.” 
“ Whence comest thou, Sir Minstrel ?”—‘ Thence” — 
“ And whither may’st be going ?”—“ Hence.” 
“ Speak plainly, man,—whence comest thou ?”” 
“ Why from our own good town, I trow.” 
“ And what your town, then, Master Quirk ?” 
“ The town about the Minster-kirk.” 
“* What Minster-kirk, Sir, tell us freely ?” 
“ The Minster, sure, that stands in Ely.” 
* And where stands Ely ?”— God us guide— 
Where but by the water-side ?” 
“ And how's this water called, I pray ?” 
“Called! not at all, Sir, by my fay, 
The water chooses his own way, 
And comes uncalled for every day.”—p. 98. 

e2 There 
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The monks and priests would dress him out 
With trappings gay and fine, no doubt, 
And all the race of the devout 
Would kiss, an’t were but his thigh-bone, 
And kneel, and sob, and moan, and groan, 
Beseeching intercessioun.” 
After much more foolery of the same kind, the king asks if his 
feet be hard :— 
«« Hard say you 7—hard enough, my fay, 
I wish you had his smith to pay.” 
“« He never shys ?—no coward he?” 
“« My nag a coward! no, pardie ; 
Give him enough of hay and corn, 
And he fears nothing night or morn. 
I doubt if, since he first drew breath, 
He ever spent one thought on death.” 
‘ His tongue is good ?”—“ Yea, by Saint John, 
*Twixt this and Lyons on the Rhone 
There’s not a better :—sure am I, 
He never told a single lie ; 
Nor would a hundred marks in gold 
Bribe him one secret to unfold.— 
Steal, rob, or slay, you sin secure, 
He'll ne’er betray, of that be sure.” 
« Knave,” quoth the King, “I value not 
These ribald turns and quirks a jot.” 
“I'd rather that you did by half, 
For ’tis my trade to make folks laugh ; 
And when great princes cross my way 
I give them still the best I may.” 


A new series of conundrums ensues upon this, and the king’s 
patience is at last fairly exhausted with the inveterate jester— 
“ The-devil’s in thy mother’s son, 
Still quirking, quibbling, pun on pun! 
I never met buffoon like this— 
Pray tell us what thy business is ?”” 


«“ My business? By our lord the pope, 

No harm’s in telling that I hope ! 

I'm one, of many, Sire, whose trade 

Is most to eat where least ix paid ; 

As also when a cup’s in hand 

To sit much liefer than to stand ; 

Especially when dinner’s o’er, 

For then one’s heavier than before, 

As doctors tell us by their lore. 

In short, to have good drink and victual, 

And work, an’t please you, very little.” &c. &¢.—p. nae 
- * Cy 
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Exact, yet free, without inflation bold, 
To dignify that theme ; must try to form 
Such magic sympathy of sense with sound 
As pictures all it sings ; while Grace awakes 
At each blest touch, and on the lowliest things 
Scattera her rainbow hues.” 
But this is a merit to which the mere artist may attain. It is the 
poet only who could have observed how the owl, in quest of prey, 
: + + «with sleepy wing 
Swims o'er the corn-field studious ;’ 
it is only the poet who would have noted, 
+ . the grazing ox 
His dewy supper from the savoury herb 
Audibly gathering :’ 
and the redbreast, when in winter ‘ the household bird, with the 
red stomacher,’ as an elder poet calls him, 
‘ Sits budge, a feathery bunch :’ 
it is the poet only who would have described the sea as 
“ Raking with harsh recoil the pebbly steep ;" 
it is the poet only who would say of himself, when he has ascended 
the downs, 
‘Tt shall not grieve me if the gust be free, 
And to withstand its overbearing gale 
T lean upon the tide of air unseen : 
who, looking ata ehareh yard, would speak of 
+. youth and age 
And sexes -s mingled i in the populous soil, 
Till it o’erlooks with swoln and ridgy brow 
The smoother crop below :’ 
and who, in thinking of a church, could bring forward with a 
chann of novelty, the oldest and most familiar of all its moral illus- 
trations :— 
“Say, ancient edifice, thyself with years 
Grown gray, how long upon the hill has stood 
Thy weather-braving tower, and silent mark’d 
‘The human leaf inconstant bud and fall ; 
The generations of deciduous man, 
How often hast thou seen them pass away ?’ 
Hurdis describes himself as having been 
* A silent, shame-faced, hesitating boy.’ 
He was a meck, gentle, affectionate spirit, in which no worldly 
ambition could have place; he seems not even to have felt it in 
the art which he loved, but to have practised poetry for its own 
sake, indulging in it as the natural expression of warm, and inno- 
cent, and virtuous feelings, without an aspiration or a wish for 
fame, 
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- And winter binds in thick-ribb’d ice 
The floating world— 
Who rears the bloody hand? 
A brother in his brother’s heart 
Has plung’d the spear ; 
Who rears the bloody hand? 
A father in his daughter's heart 
Has plung’d the spear. 
Where are thy beams, O sun ? 
Where is thy silver shield, 
O moon? 
The glimmering stars fall from the cope of heav’n, 
*Tis darkness all—the firm earth shakes— 
The cloud-capt mountains thundering rush 
Upon the plains below— 
Old ocean heaves his waves, 
And tempests howl around. 
See, Fenris bursts his chain, 
His eye-balls flash, 
His nostrils breathe 
Destructive fire. 
From the serpent’s iron jaws 
Floods of poison roll— 
Hark! the crash of heav'n!— 
It cleaves, it cleaves— 
Spirits of fire arise, 
And hurl their burning brands, 
Surtur at their head— 
Before him flash his dazzling arms, 
Behind him flies resistless flame. 
Heimdal lifts the brazen trump, 
And blows the blast of war— 
Heaven's solid pillars shake— 
Odin calls—he grasps his lance, 
And strikes his golden shield ;— 
Heimdal sounds the brazen trump— 
The gods start up and seize their sparkling spears. 
Heimdal sounds the brazen trump— 
Odin’s heroes rush to battle, 
And jarring hauberks ring. 
* cnorus, 
© In burnish’d mail shall Harold stand, 
Foremost in th’ embattled ranks 
His arm shall wing the hissing dart, 
Nor dread the flames around ; 
Then shall he fighting fall again, 
And sink amid the war of gods, 
Amid the crush of worlds..—p. 76-81, 
VOL, XXXV. NO, LXIX,. P The 























































































































































































































The Corn-Laws. 283 


than they consumed ; in other words, upon which they could in- 
crease national wealth instead of diminishing it. And if it be 
admitted that Great Britam has colonial possessions, in which a 
thousand times the amount of the redundant part of our labouring 
classes could be placed without difficulty, it seems to be an irre- 
sistible inference, that the principle of removing that part of the 
able-bodied pauper population, for whose services there is no 
present or expected demand at home, and who may themselves be 
not only prepared but anxious to emigrate, should be maturely 
analysed and considered, and that the degree of certainty of actual 
or virtual repayment of the expence incurred in such removal, 
should be accurately ascertained, and this for the purpose of finally. 
disposing of a novel and comprehensive, and most grave question 
of national policy ;—namely, whether emigration on an extended 
scale ought not to form part of the political system of a mother- 
country, where (as in England and Scotland, but more especially 
in Ireland) population is found to press most inconveniently upon 
means of subsistence. 


We shall consider this most important subject at length on 
gome early occasion. : 





Arr. XII.—1. Speech of the Right Hon. F. J. Robinson, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, on the Financial Situation of the 
Country, delivered in a Committee of Ways and Means, on 
Monday, the 13th of March, 1826. 


2. Financial Accounts of the Year 1825. Printed for the House 
of Commons. 


WE have long been desirous of laying before our readers 
such a simple practical statement of the finances, revenue, 
and expenditure of the country, as might familiarise the public 
with a subject of the highest importance, which appears acci- 
dentally to be involved in more mystery than ought to belong to 
it. For the purpose of executing this object, we insert No. IV. 
of the ‘ Financial Accounts, printed and laid on the Table of the 
House of Commons for the Year 1825 :’— 


FINANCE 
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POR THE YEAR ‘1825, BNDED 5TH JANUARY, 1826. 





Iv.” 


Freland, in the Year ended Sth January, 1826, after deducting the 
the nature of Drawbacks ; together with an Account of the Public 
to ‘the Reduction of the National Debt, within the same Period. 





EXPENDITURE. 





PAYMENTS OUT OF TAE INCOME IW ITS PROORESS ona 
70 THE EXCHEQUER. 

Charges of Collection 3.298.377 16 7] 

‘Other Payments 1,699,053 19 6 


Total Payments oat of the Income prior to 
the Payments into the Kxcheyuer ...... 


PAYMENTS OUT OF THE EXCHEQUER. 


Dividends, Interest, and Management of the Pal 
Debt, four Quarters to 10th Uetober, 1835, « 
clusive of £5,486,475 7s. Xd , issued to the Com- 
missioners for the Reduction of the Nations! 
Debt .. - | 97,890,789 19 6 

Interest on Exchequer Bills "i998 2 5 


Imued to the Trustees of Military and Naval 
Pensions, &e., per Act 3, Geo. 1V., ¢. 51 «| 9,914,360 0 0 
Ditto tothe Banik of Hagland, per Act 4, Geo. 
Ce ae + 740 0 0 


ER 





Pensions charged by Act of Parliament on Con- 
solidated Fund, Foor Quarters to 10th October, 
1k. . 

Salaries and Allowances. 

Ofsicers’ Courts of Justice . 

Expenses of the Mint . 

Bounties 

Mixvellaneons ... 

Ditto, Ireland - 


Repayment of Joan from Royal Exchange Assar- 
ance Company, on account of the new street .. 

For the purchase of Silver for the New Coinage in 
Ireland , 

Yor Bailting New Churehes in he ‘hands ‘cr 
Seotland . 


2,199,473 10 


24 
cy 
bed 
90 
a 
a 
6 
” 
J 


- 171,919 11 7B 
Dovey paid to the Bank of England, more than 
received from them for Vareclaimed Dividends 
By the Covemissioners for issuing Exchequer Bills, 
per Aet 3, Geo. 1V., ©. 36, for the Employment 
of the Poor 
Advances ont of the Consolidated Fand in Ireland, 
for Public Works 
¥ T6872 18 8 


Total och 97,217,459 12 3y 
Serplasof I d into xchequer, over Kixpenditure ina 
iporet aaa ee eee eet | Sesaail 6 Ok 
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or fewer than he originally ‘gave tiimself: in other words, he has 
given a ‘quid pro quo,’ and he has a right to appeal to the 
national faith for the maintenance of the bargain. Now, let us 
revert to the case of the retired annuitant: he has sold his personal 
services to the state, on the faith of receiving a retired allowance, 
under certain circumstances. ‘The state, in consideration of that 
contingent claim on itself, has paid him, in current salary, less 
than he otherwjse would have been entitled to receive. Can the 
state break faith with him, without committing as decided an act 
of spoliation and injustice as if it broke faith with the public 
creditor? Is i¢ consistent with good faith, without any previous 
reservation of the power to do so, to compel the public creditor 
to receive 1401. per annum instead of 2401., which, by the terms of 
the preceding illustration, he was entitled to receive? ‘The only 
distinction is this—that the public creditor has, by law, a power of 
re-exchanging his annuity for capital whenever he chooses to do 
so. ‘The public retired annuitant, in most cases, is prohibited by 
law from making that exchange ; but this is no sort of hardship on 
him, as at the period of his entering into the service, whether 
civil or military, he was duly informed that that restriction was 
incident to the transaction. 

Any person who has followed us with aftention will perfectly 
understand the nature of the transaction familiarly known by the 
name of the ‘ dead weight,’ upon which so much observation has 
been made within and without the walls of Parliament. The effect 
of this operation was to enable others to do what the retired annui- 
tants were by law prohibited from doing, namely, to exchange 
annuities for capital. If the state were bound to pay. five millions 
per annum as a life annuity, being the amount of the half-pay and 
retiring allowances of the combined military, naval, and civil 
services ; and if those five millions could be equitably considered 
as partaking strictly of the nature of a short annuity, with this 
exception, that, from the uncertainty of human life, the precise 
period of its termination could not be ascertamed ;—and if it 
were thought more eapedient to spread that annuity of five 
millions over a greater number of years than the calculations of 
the duration of human life made it probable that it would cover, if 
continued in the character of a life-annuity, determinable by the 
deaths of the individual parties,—this transaction must be con- 
sidered as an exchange of a short annuity of a higher amount 
for a long one of inferior amount. It is to be remarked, that 
although the effect of such substitution was to saddle posterity 
with a burthen, to which it otherwise would not have been sub- 
jected, yet the means of supporting that additional burthen, when 
incurred, might have been furnished by the remission of taxston 

incident 
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Taxation and Ezpenditure—Appendiz. Sog 
Brought forward . £57,662,821 
There was, however, a further ‘income, derived from 


other sources, as will be hereafter explained amount- 
mgto. - . 2. .  . 5,208,479 





So that the whole income was» 6g « 62,871,800 


During the same financial year the ordinary expenditure was — 
Charges connected with national debt, viz. 





Unredeemed - «lk + £27,230,790 
Sinking fund . * . 5,486,475 
Interest of unfunded debt a * 829,498 
Half-pay and Pension annuity sold to 

the Bank . = x 585,740 


——._ £34,132,08 
Charges connected with the collection of the revenue . 5,597,488 
Pensions by Act of Parliament charged on the con- 








solidated fund . . . . 366,028 
Civil list. . fs a - 1,057,000 
Miscellaneous, as {i page us * ina 

Finance: Accounts’ ‘| 53 reek 141-8 2,216,082 

hots 2,779,018 
Salaries and allowances ‘5 > . 87,641 
Officers of Courts of Justice . E 98,642 
Mint . 14,749 
Bounties relative to the growth of 
hemp and flax in Scotland e é 2,957 
208,989 
Army 2 a zi $ . : * % . 7,579,681 
Navy 7 Ps . . n 5 . - 5,849,119 
Ordnance . z 2 . z é 2 - 1,567,087 
Making the ordinary expenditure tobe . . 59,131,801 
There was, however, a further expenditure, as will be 
hereafter explained, amounting to. . . ¥ + 8,578,188 
So that the whole expenditure was. 62,703,984 


And as the whole income amounted to 62,871, 3001. eg it 
follows that there was an excess of income over ex- 


penditure to the amount of . . . . : 167,866 
Sum equal to the whole income ‘ . £62,871,900 


Some explanation must now be given respecting the sum of 
5,208,479l., represented in the above accounts, as an extre 
source of income. 


EXTRA 
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Brought forward . 


‘Received from Trustees of 


Naval and Military Pensions £ 4,507,500 


‘Less the sum paid tothem . 
Balance actually received 
‘Paid for public works . 7 
Less repayments back. 
Balance actually paid . 
Received from the East India 
Company, for pensions and 


f-pay % eee 
Received from the Commis- 
sioners of the issue of ex- 


chequer bills for the employ- 
ment of the . 
Less sums pai rea 


Received imprests and other 
monies paid into the Ex- 
er. 


yal Exchange “Com: 


mE ae for new coinage 

Paid for building new churches 
in Scotland . 

Paid by Government to parties 
entitled to unclaimed divi- 

Lees amount paid by the Bank 


Total extra income 
Less extra expenditure 


2,214,260 


583,258 
210,389 


208,307 
125,150 


892,422 
272,957 


The real eatreordinary i income, le eretore, | is 


about. 
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Tneome. 
. £2,000 


2,293,240 


60,000 


83,157 


+ 220,283 





£ 2,658,680 
£ 1,022,334 





£ 1,636,846 





Expenditare. 


£ 322,869 


100,000 
500,000 


50,000 


49,465 


£1,022,334 





According to the public accounts submitted in the beginning of 
this article, the ordinary income from taxes was— 


to be only . 


So that the actual income was only 


£ 57,662,821 
‘The extra income from other sources has been shown 


2,658,680 





F £60,321,501 





Whilst 
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Whilst it appears that the ordinary expenditure was £ 59,131,801 
And the extraordinary expenses, as we have just 
shown, were. 4 . ee « é: - 1,022,334 





So that the total actual expenditure was 7 - £60,154, 135 





And the difference between it and the actual income would be 
£ 167,366, as was shown in the first part of these observations. 

The actual income being. ‘ r ‘ - £60,321,501 
From which deduct the excess « 2 ‘ © 167,366 





Leaves the actual expenditure 3 : . - £60,154,135 
as already shown; and it is upon data, thus calculated, that the 
foregoing scale is formed, with as much accuracy as the limits of 
our work would admit. 


APPENDIX, B. 


Schedules to be filled up, showing the expenditure of workmen 
employed in different trades and occupations, at different periods for 
each trade, so as to show the effect of prosperity and adversity on the 
comforts of the working classes, as well as the effect of taxation in 
diminishing these comforts. 


ESTIMATE. 


Showing the Quantity, Price, and different Bade of Articles bese 
or expense incurred, by a Person 


considered as a rate Scirkenan' when his average a 
during the year » were per annum: the lowest rate 
of wages during the year being per toeek, and the 
highest rate per week. 


The number of persons in the family was :— 


One Man, whose average wages per annum, in mon 
received, amounted to . 

One Woman, who during the year c 
the annual income .........+.. . 

Children, of whom contributed by labour to the 
annual income .....es.eececeeseecseeeeeaeesscetenees 

The total sum annually received as wages by j persons working by 
the day... ci cesscecseessscaese succes snes cesseee 

Or the total sua received sonal, %y persons working by the 
Piece, or task-wWork....sseseeeeseseeeceeees seeeveeens 





actually 











N.B, When work in the above occupation has been performed by the job, or piece, 
state the quantity of work generally done by the job, or piece, during a day, week, month, 
or year, by the person employed in this manner, and the sum of mouey received by bin 
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bor for a given period, as compared with the money received by a person who worked for 
ordinary daily wages; thus ;— 
Lad 


* By the hs fob, or piece, the workman received per day, week, month, of year, 

working hours daily on an average 

By, aay wages, the workman received for the same period a8 above, work- 
hours a day, on an average ...... Tisauueashontteanieace 








‘Those manufactured articles, of which the raw material was imported, are marked thus ©. 
ANNUAL EXPENDITURE. 


Articles produced at home, aid connimed at food, £ a dl[ fad. 
Quastity.” ‘Se., in houschotd use. 






Beer, of Malt Liquor of any kind 
Betise Spirits of sy kind... 
Batehers Meat of any kind . 
Bacon, or Salted Meat of any 
Fish, salted or fresh 







joap + 
Starch, c or other ‘expenses connected wi 
Sundry other expenses connected with cl 





OF Scouring... 22... ++ égaouslese ke 
Total Household Expenses more generally |_| 
connected with Home Productions ... 
Colonial Productions. 
Sugar . 4 
Treacle. 
Rum 
Rice 
Coffee . 


Indigo for blue in washing 
Total Household Expenses connected with 


Colonial Productions .......4ee0es00 
Foreign Productions, m= 
y, 
les : 
) 











ip 
Foreign Productions .....ss..s 
Total Household Expenses ..... 
Carried forward seoo+- 
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bad Lad 





aatity. Brought forward ...... 
Expenses for Clothing. 
Woollen Goods . on 
Linen ditto... 
Cotton ditto . 
Leather ditto . a9ge 
Hats and Haberdashery, not included in the pre- 


ceding charges BS 
Total Expense Clothing .. 
Wear and Tear of Household Furniture, rated 
at per cent. on its value 
Rent of House ........+... . 
Total Expense for Food, Clothing, and |—-——— 
Lodging 00. .ceecseeee 
















: —— 
Charges connected with sickness .. : 
Charges connected e 
children, or religi Z 
Taxes of any kind paid direct to the revenue... [—————| 


Total Expenditure 
Total Income ... 











Difference ......0ss-esececasdeaces 


Average Retail Prices of the Articles during the same year ; or the 
highest and the lowest Prices of each Article. 


Article. ] Quatty. | a Ata 


Perstoneof )| £. % ad. 
leg 
of! 











Highest Price. | Lowest Price. 















an a 








Wheat Flour ee OF 235 


quantity. 


ERRATA. 


No. LXVIIL., p. 514, line 32, for monster’ read ¢ monitor.’ 
In this Number, p. 25, line 6, defe * while.” 
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depends altogether on other principles, which the alteration 
of the law, by admitting evidence of truth, -would in no degree 
touch. The privilege of giving truth in evidence, did it exist, 
could avail nothing to persons indicted for works against religion 
or the Holy Scriptures, and could very rarely assist those charged 
with libels on the government. It would have been amusing to 
have heard Mr. Erskine, on the part of Paine,* tender evidence 
before Lord Kenyon, of the truth of the statements in the Age 
of Reason, that ‘the Bill of Rights was a bill of wrongs and 
insult,’—that ‘ William III. was rather a less evil than James 
TI.,’—that ‘ the farce of monarchy and aristocracy was following 
that of chivalry, and Mr. Burke was dressing for the funeral,’— 
or that ‘it requires some talents to be a common mechanic, but 
to be a king requires only the animal figure of a man,’ and other 
similar declamations, which formed in effect the seditious sting of 
that unhappy man’s libel. How could truth or falsehood have 
been proved as to such a libel as that for which Stockdale was 
punished,+ ‘that the impeachment of Mr. Hastings was carried 
on from motives of personal animosity, not of regard to public 
justice ;’ still less as to that in the King v. Frost,t ‘ that equality 
‘was every man’s birthright, and that there ought to be no king; 
or as to that in the King v. Lambert, § that ‘ of all monarchs 
the successor of George III. would have the finest opportunity of 
becoming nobly popular.’ It is sophistry to say, that if libels do 
not impute actual facts, but deal in general declamation, they can 
do no harm, and ought not to be punished: for all the bad ends 
of exciting hatred against the government, or undermining the 
respect due to religion, the libeller’s most effective weapons are 
precisely the vague sneer and general invective. Paley has said 
there is no arguing against a sneer, and still less is it capable of 
proof or disproof. The above are not instances unfairly se- 
dected, but taken at random. The libels in the cases of the 
King v. Hunt, || the King v. Drakard,{ the King v. Burdett, 
the King v. Hone, might be referred to : on looking through 
the records of proceedings for libel against the government, ex- 
tremely few instances indeed will be found in which the terms of 
the libel are such as to admit of the proof of truth, even if the law 
allowed it. 

From the very nature of the case it must be so. Political crimes, 
errors of policy, invasions of public liberty, arbitrary interference 
with civil rights, form the substance of almost the only delinquencies 
which rulers, as such, can commit, or at least which they, in 





© State Trials, vol. 22, 755. + State Trials, vol. 22, 287, 
t State Trials, vol. 22, 471. § State Trials, vol. 31, 335. 
jj State Trials, vol. 31, 367. q| State Trials, vol. 31, 495. 


modefn 
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aevagieten chielenieh ae io pos ‘ 


= 

Horne Tooke’s libel,* 

to be 

ring death to the statement 
king's troops te 
would obviously have been no libel at al 
shooting was called an ‘ inhuman murder, 
Americans described as ‘ slavery,’ and their 
— 


and illegal ;—but it is abyious ‘that 
fact in this statement would rates 
| justifying its | tortion 
soot gaan away with all that made it libellous. 
the defendant here was actually allowed to 


much good, and whose excesses ofte 
catises;) ins osteal tt 


583 




























































































Note on Babbage on Life Assurance. 613 


of what he had been offered by the society. If, therefore, the society 
had purchased this policy, they would have derived great profit from it 
‘This person was, I think, a member about twenty-three years; that 
is, he had paid twenty-three premiums,—his bonus amounted either 
to sixty-six or seventy-three per cent., (not having the accounts at 
hand, I cannot exactly say which, but 1 think the former.) He had 
survived the expectation of life some years; and he did not get a great 
deal beyond what compound interest would have given him. I conceive 
that the waste of life is much less than it was thirty or forty years since, 
judging from the population returns ; and if this be true, it is an unan= 
swerable] argument against the opinions of those who are factiously 
crying out that the poor are much worse off than formerly ; for though 
temperance is the.parent of longevity, distress and want cannot be.’ “ 


We shall, ere long, enter at greater length into the subject to which 
this communication refers, but in the meantime thought it fair to the 
author and to the Assurance Offices to give publicity to his suggestions 
in this manner. 









































688 TINDER, 
fimientos in forced allotments, exacted Viceroy’ of South A power of, 336. 
of them, 339—their absurdity, 340—| Volcanoes of aaa! of, 44 


account of the mita or compulsory service] 428. 

of the Indians, 341—exactions of the 

prients and their concubines, 342—mock- | Waverley, ‘dete on the movel of, 

ery of religious services performed among | 629. 

the Indians, 343, Whitmore’s(W.W. Esq.)Letter to the Elec- 

v. tors of Bridgnorth upon the Corn-Laws, 

Venslity of justice in South America, 326] 249. See Corn-Laxe. 

28, Workmen. See Labourer. 
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